DEFENDER OF DEMOCRACY
project my self into the German feeling, the English, French, Russian and Polish."
Seldom does one see the simplicity of this man's character so clearly displayed as in these apparently-trivial circumstances of his youth, which already showed fundamental and definite direction or marked out a distinct field for the subsequent unfolding of his mental powers. Following these confessions of youth, I now brought him to the third factor that played a part in his education, namely Russia, about whose civilisation he has written more than on any other.
"Russia interested me very much," he declared, as he half-closed one eye. Habitually he closes one eye when he becomes reminiscent, and when he thinks he opens both out wide. "As a nation we were Russophiles. We believed that the Big Uncle would not sacrifice us to the Austrians. But I never thought or felt that way. Yet Russia and the Slav countries in general interested me. In my childhood I used to hear stories of the Cossacks who came to Czecho-Slovackia in 1849 against the revolutionaries. Then as a schoolboy I found an old greasy year-book which contained some information about Russian monasteries. I could not under-
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